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consistent with Federal law and other-
wise satisfy the Government’s needs. 
Generally, offerors and contractors 
shall not be required to— 

(1) Furnish technical information re-
lated to commercial computer software 
or commercial computer software doc-
umentation that is not customarily 
provided to the public; or 

(2) Relinquish to, or otherwise pro-
vide, the Government rights to use, 
modify, reproduce, release, perform, 
display, or disclose commercial com-
puter software or commercial com-
puter software documentation except 
as mutually agreed to by the parties. 

(b) With regard to commercial com-
puter software and commercial com-
puter software documentation, the 
Government shall have only those 
rights specified in the license con-
tained in any addendum to the con-
tract. For additional guidance regard-
ing the use and negotiation of license 
agreements for commercial computer 
software, see 27.405–3. 

[60 FR 48241, Sept. 18, 1995, as amended at 72 
FR 63049, Nov. 7, 2007] 

12.213 Other commercial practices. 
It is a common practice in the com-

mercial marketplace for both the 
buyer and seller to propose terms and 
conditions written from their par-
ticular perspectives. The terms and 
conditions prescribed in this part seek 
to balance the interests of both the 
buyer and seller. These terms and con-
ditions are generally appropriate for 
use in a wide range of acquisitions. 
However, market research may indi-
cate other commercial practices that 
are appropriate for the acquisition of 
the particular item. These practices 
should be considered for incorporation 
into the solicitation and contract if the 
contracting officer determines them 
appropriate in concluding a business 
arrangement satisfactory to both par-
ties and not otherwise precluded by law 
or Executive order. 

[62 FR 264, Jan. 2, 1997] 

12.214 Cost Accounting Standards. 
Cost Accounting Standards (CAS) do 

not apply to contracts and sub-
contracts for the acquisition of com-
mercial items when these contracts 

and subcontracts are firm-fixed-price 
or fixed-price with economic price ad-
justment (provided that the price ad-
justment is not based on actual costs 
incurred). See 48 CFR 30.201–1 for CAS 
applicability to fixed-price with eco-
nomic price adjustment contracts and 
subcontracts for commercial items 
when the price adjustment is based on 
actual costs incurred. When CAS ap-
plies, the contracting officer shall in-
sert the appropriate provisions and 
clauses as prescribed in 48 CFR 30.201. 

[63 FR 9054, Feb. 23, 1998] 

12.215 Notification of overpayment. 

If the contractor notifies the con-
tracting officer of a duplicate payment 
or that the Government has otherwise 
overpaid, the contracting officer shall 
follow the procedures at 32.604. 

[73 FR 54001, Sept. 17, 2008] 

12.216 Unenforceability of unauthor-
ized obligations. 

Many supplies or services are ac-
quired subject to supplier license 
agreements. These are particularly 
common in information technology ac-
quisitions, but they may apply to any 
supply or service. For example, com-
puter software and services delivered 
through the internet (web services) are 
often subject to license agreements, re-
ferred to as End User License Agree-
ments (EULA), Terms of Service (TOS), 
or other similar legal instruments or 
agreements. Many of these agreements 
contain indemnification clauses that 
are inconsistent with Federal law and 
unenforceable, but which could create 
a violation of the Anti-Deficiency Act 
(31 U.S.C. 1341) if agreed to by the Gov-
ernment. Paragraph (u) of the clause at 
52.212–4 prevents any such violations. 

[78 FR 37688, June 21 ,2013] 

Subpart 12.3—Solicitation Provi-
sions and Contract Clauses 
for the Acquisition of Com-
mercial Items 

12.300 Scope of subpart. 

This subpart establishes provisions 
and clauses to be used when acquiring 
commercial items. 
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